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This list includes series which aired between April of 2009 and the end of March 2010. Shows are listed alphabetically.  If any series are available legally in the US (either on DVD or via legally-streaming means) it will be indicated in the description.  For all others, please don’t ask about how to obtain them ^_^
Aoi Bungaku – 12 Episodes - Essentially an anime “Masterpiece Theater,” this anthology series uses animation to bring to life six classic Japanese stories using high-quality animation.  Character Designs for the various arcs are provided by famous manga-ka, including Takeshi Konomi (Prince of Tennis), Takeshi Obata (Death Note), and Tite Kubo (Bleach).
Aoi Hana – 11 Episodes – A yuri story for those of us who enjoy our yuri poignant, contemplative and without any fanservice.  The story revolves around Fumi, a high-school freshman who reconnects with an old friend and experiences some budding romance, all while learning more about herself.  Sweet and slice-of-life. This series is available on Crunchyroll.
Astro Fighter Sunred Season 2 – 26 15-minute Episodes – Sunred and Vamp are back in this continuation of the hilarious gag comedy series.  Sunred is the hero of the city of Kawasaki, though the incompetence of the local evil Florsheim organization and its leader Vamp has caused him to become lazy.  And Vamp, to his credit, is simply too kind and domestic to make a proper villain. The interplay between the two sides provides an endless source of quirky comedy.
Bakemonogatari – 15 Episodes – Araragi is a high-school student with a bit of a strange past – he’s a former vampire.  Presently he finds himself being tapped to help cure the supernatural ailments of those around him.  Senjougahara, his classmate and potential love-interest, is suffering the effects of a weight crab and is now almost completely weightless.  The show’s strength is its dialog and its use of unusual and artful visuals to tell the stories of the five girls Araragi encounters.
CANAAN – 13 Episodes – This series takes place in Shanghai.  Maria Oosawa is a reporter sent to cover an anti-terrorism summit, but what she doesn’t expect is to be embroiled in a terrorist plot involving an illness with a 100% death rate, and to be re-united with an old friend, an assassin named Canaan who she met while in the Middle East.  The show’s plot is ripped directly from any number of action movies and tends to unravel as the show progresses, but the animation is spectacular for a television series.  A great popcorn flick.
Darker Than Black 2 – 12 Episodes – The sequel to the popular action series which revolves around people called contractors who are able to utilize special abilities but who must then pay the price for them, something which is specific  to each contractor.  Unlike many sequels, this one is relatively easy to understand even for those who didn’t catch season one (many details can be picked up through context or a quick scan of Wikipedia).  It feels almost like an extended side-story, though an entertaining and action-packed one.
Durarara! – 24 episodes – From the author and animation studio that brought you Baccano! comes this tale of urban legends and internet gangs.  Mikado Ryuugamine moves to Tokyo to attend high school and reconnects with his friend Masaomi.  Masaomi shows Mikado around Ikebukuro, alerting him to the existence of an honest-to-goodness urban legend – a headless motorcyclist with a cycle that sounds almost like a horse.  This series has a lot of similarities to Baccano! including its large cast of characters and its many intersecting storylines, but this effort (possibly due to it having more episodes with which to work) feels more refined and better-paced.  It’s certainly quite fun and entertaining. This series is available on Crunchyroll.
Eden of the East – 11 Episodes, 2 Movies – Saki is on a post-college trip in Washington D.C. when she encounters a strange, naked amnesiac waving a gun.  His name is Akira and he’s one of 12 “selecao” – people selected from among Japan’s population and given a very large sum of money in order to improve the country.  Could Akira be the terrorist behind a string of victimless missile attacks around Tokyo?  This is a great action-romance with excellent production values from the always-spot-on Production I.G. which is directed by Kenji Kamiyama, the man behind Ghost in the Shell: Stand-Alone Complex. This anime is licensed by Funimation.
Heartcatch Precure – Number of Episodes TBA – The latest in the long-running Pretty Cure magical girl franchise, this series incorporates many of the tropes well-known to fans of the genre but utilizes them well. The show is cute but not too much so – there’s also plenty of action to enjoy, and unique character designs by the character designer of Casshern Sins.
Kimi ni Todoke – 25 Episodes – Sawako is misunderstood by many of her classmates, who take her unconventional look and odd demeanor to mean that she’s just like Sadako from The Ring.  In reality, Sawako’s awkwardness is nothing more than a naïve misunderstanding of the way people think.  When Kazehaya, the most popular boy in class, starts to pay attention to her and even strike up a friendship, Sawako resolves to become more open like him and to try and make connections with the people around her.  Though this series is shoujo through-and-through, its real strength is its characters, especially the secondary ones; Sawako’s friends Ayane and Chizuru are often more on top of situations than Sawako, and unlike in many shoujo series, they give her the benefit of the doubt even when her sincerity comes into question.  This show also employs some beautiful background artwork.
Kobato – 24 Episodes – Based on the manga from CLAMP, this series follows Kobato, an unusual girl on a quest to fulfill a wish.  In order to make her wish come true, she must learn to live amongst people and ease their sorrows.  Each heart she clears of sadness helps to fill her bottle; a full bottle means that Kobato can achieve her wish to go to a specific place.  While the show might seem overly-cute at first, as Kobato continues her quest and the meat of the story begins, it really begins to grow on you. 
Kuruneko – 50 2.5-minute Episodes – Bite-sized stories about a woman and her many cats.  Many are quite funny although at times there are some sad stories too.  Told in sort of a storybook manner complete with “sound effects” provided by the narrator.
Nodame Cantabile Finale – 11 Episodes – The conclusion to the multi-season story of two music students and how their music and love intersect.  The series is still quite funny, but the characters have certainly come a long way in the 40-something previous episodes, so this is probably not a great place to start for newcomers to the franchise.  But it is a good excuse to check out the earlier seasons!   Once again this series has a great classical soundtrack, so fans of classical music have no excuse not to give this one a try.
Reform Without Wasted Draws: The Legend of Koizumi – Number of Episodes TBA – An absolutely cracktastic look at international politics as delegated via over-the-top games of mahjong.  This comedy series skewers multiple world leaders and takes the term “GAR” to whole new levels.  It’s both ridiculous and hilarious all at the same time.
Sasameki Koto – 13 Episodes – Another decent yuri series, although this one focuses more on comedy than Aoi Hana. Sumi is in love with her friend Ushio, but Ushio only loves cute girls and Sumi is a tall tomboy.  Sumi can’t bring herself to confess her own feelings, but feels torn to shreds as Ushio struggles with her own romantic troubles.  This show strikes the right balance between comedic situations and those that are more bittersweet, and Sumi especially is an endearing character. This series is available on Crunchyroll.
Sora no Woto – 12 Episodes plus 2 DVD specials – The first series in an initiative called “Anime no Chikara” (the power of anime),  a timeslot devoted to anime-original stories, this show takes place in a future where humanity is on the decline due to years of war.  The central characters are a group of young female soldiers who hold down a fort outside the quiet city of Seize.  Though their land is mostly peaceful, it’s also strewn with reminders of the past war and there are inklings that peace talks aren’t going well.  Though the specter of war always looms in the background, this series is mostly focused on the power of friendship and the meaning that music can have in a place where one rarely hears it anymore.  The atmosphere of the show is an odd blend of Haibane Renmei, Yokohama Kaidashi Kikou and K-ON!, though it feels very distinct in its own right. This series is available on Crunchyroll.
Spice and Wolf 2 – 12 Episodes – The continuation of the story of Wolf Goddess Holo, her merchant companion Lawrence, and their adventures traveling together.  The anime centers on the curious topic of medieval mercantilism, but don’t let that scare you away – the story arcs are more exciting than one would expect, and the interplay between the two main characters is well-developed and fun to watch. This series is licensed by Funimation.
Summer Wars – Movie – A new hit from the director of the animated The Girl Who Leaped Through Time movie, this original story focuses on Kenji, a math whiz who is recruited by his upperclassman (and secret crush) Natsuki to help her with a job over the Summer.  What Kenji finds out is that he is to play the part of Natsuki’s smart, talented (and fictional) fiancé at Natsuki’s grandmother’s 90th birthday party.  One night, Kenji receives a code on his phone and, being the math whiz that he is, cracks it; unfortunately this disables the ever-present social networking site “OZ” that has become essential to the workings of everyday life (including municipal services and government functions) and it’s on Kenji, Natsuki and her expansive and talented family to repair the damage.  Tons of fun and extremely well-crafted, this is one of the best anime movies to come out in recent memory.
Tatakau Shisho: The Book of Bantorra – 27 Episodes – Bantorra Library is the home for many books, but in the world of this series, books are not just bound pages, they are the permanent form of a dead person’s soul.  Anyone can hold a book in his or her hand and experience the events of that person’s life.  The Library is at odds with the Shindeki Church, an organization whose individual members bring themselves closer to their god by indulging  in their own happiness.  Those which are unable to do so are “mock men” or, even worse, “meats,” which are considered sub-human and serve as human weaponry for the Church.  However,  the Church and the Library may have more in common than is apparent on the surface, and the Library’s enigmatic director, Hamyuts Meseta, knows more than she lets on. Possibly one of the more unusual series from the past year, its story is set in a highly-detailed world which combines magic with circa 1930’s technology.  While each story arc may seem self-contained, as the show reaches its climax it becomes apparent that each shorter tale is part of an extremely well-crafted whole where every fact is important, and where even characters seen in passing have a chance to show their worth.  It’s definitely not a series for impatient viewers, but rewards those who pay attention. This series is available on Crunchyroll.
Tokyo Magnitude 8.0 – 11 Episodes – Based on the assumption that the Tokyo area is long overdue to experience a major earthquake, this show is about Mirai and Yuuki, a sister and brother who travel to Odaiba Island for a robot exhibition.  While there a major quake hits, and they must try to make their way back home safely.  They are lucky enough to encounter a kind motorcycle courier named Mari, who needs to make her way home to her own daughter.  While one might expect something similar to a Summer disaster flick, this series surpasses that expectation and combines exciting set pieces with equally-gripping emotional experiences to create something memorable that holds up upon multiple viewings.
Thriller Restaurant – Number of Episodes TBA – An anthology series which revolves around a group of kids who are ghost-story enthusiasts.  Each episode is divided into three parts: there are two longer stories, some of which are drawn from international sources, plus a third shorter segment at the end that follows the “hundred stories” format of telling ghastly tales in a group and then blowing out a candle.  While the show might be aimed at kids, some of the tales manage to be pretty creepy all the same.
Trapeze - 11 Episodes – From the team at Toei responsible for Mononoke and Hakaba Kitaro comes this  colorful, humorous and bizarre take on modern-day psychological disorders.  Dr. Irabu is an eccentric psychiatrist with a fetish for giving injections.  People come to him with a whole range of disorders, searching for help.  Through various roundabout ways, the patients learn to accept their conditions and even sometimes embrace them.  The central message of the show isn’t about curing these ailments, but learning to live with them, as many of us have to do.  And it’s all delivered with a healthy dose of humor and weirdness.
Zan Sayonara Zetsubou Sensei – 13 Episodes, 2 OADs – The series known for its wacky brand of social commentary returns for another season.  While not really different from its previous seasons, this season does incorporate some more experimental animation techniques at times, to mix things up a bit.
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